
Holidays
in America

A look at



Halloween

An annual holiday 
celebrated on October 
31st, which has roots in 
Irish and English 
religious festivals.



A brief history
• Derived from the Celtic 

festival of Samhain.

• The festival celebrated 
the end of the “lighter” 
half of the year and the 
beginning of the 
“darker” half.



Why costumes?
The ancient Celts believed spirits were let loose 
during the celebration. Therefore, people wore 
costumes to ward off the spirits.



Some popular costumes



Masks



Jack-o’-lanterns

Pumpkins were 
carved and placed in 
windows to ward off 
evil spirits.



Trick or treating

When children, 
dressed up in costumes, 
go door to door asking 
for candy.



Pranks



Haunted Attractions



Thanksgiving

A North American holiday 
celebrated on the fourth 
Thursday of Novemeber. 
It is a time to express 
gratitude for the harvest 
and give thanks in 
general.



Origins

The first festival is 
said to have taken 
place in 
Massachusetts in 
1621.



Nationalization

Thanksgiving became 
an national holiday in 
1863.



Turkey



Other Typical Food

• Stuffing
• Mashed 

potatoes
• Cranberry 

sauce
• Rolls



Football



Parades

The most famous 
parade is the 
Macy´s 
Thanksgiving Day 
Parade, which takes 
place in New York.



Columbus Day

A holiday, held on the 
second Monday in 
October, celebrating 
the anniversary of 
Christopher Columbus’ 
arrival in the New 
World.



Christmas

Celebrated on 
December 25th. Santa 
Claus leaves presents 
beneath the tree, and 
that morning the 
children open them 
together with their 
parents.



New Year’s Eve



Valentine’s Day

A holiday held on 
February 14th to 
celebrate love and 
affection.



Fourth of July

An annual holiday 
celebrating 
America’s 
independence from 
Great Britain.
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